
cotswoldarts

cotswoldlife.co.uk140  COTSWOLD LIFE  April 2014 cotswoldlife.co.uk COTSWOLD LIFE  April 2014  141

It’s a bug’s life
tracy spiers is introduced to the fascinating and beautiful world of creepy crawlies with 

natural history artist Cath Hodsman

I 
have never shaken hands with a 
stick insect before. It wobbles as if 
it is slightly nervous so it 
immediately makes me feel less 
apprehensive. We make our 

acquaintance and I am introduced to a new 
world – a world of bugs and creepy 
crawlies.

She is one of 20 female Indian ‘stickies’ 
belonging to Cath Hodsman and she lives 
in her owner’s art studio and is no doubt at 
home surrounded by stunning paintings of 
bees, beetles and butterflies. 

For Cath is an accomplished and widely 
acknowledged wildlife and natural history 
artist, recognised for her technically 
accomplished and accurate illustrations. 
Specialising in entomology - the scientific 
study of insects – Cath sells her work in 

various museums and art galleries, 
including the prestigious Natural History 
Museum. She also uses her art to support 
the important work of relevant 
conservation groups and organisations, 
such as WWT Slimbridge, Glos Wildlife 
Trust, Buglife, the Amateur Entomologists’ 
Society, Butterfly Conservation, the British 
Beekeepers’ Association and many more.

As I enter the bug world, I am caught up 
by Cath’s evangelical passion to spread the 
word about conserving our often unseen 
creatures and fascination with 
invertebrates. 

Many artists are enthusiastic, but few are 
as exuberant and make their work a means 
to educate and protect the very subject 
they capture on paper or canvas.

Her work is stunning. Scientifically 

accurate, yet beautifully arranged, with her 
own unique artistic expression, each bug is 
celebrated with its unique colour scheme, 
markings and textures. The beauty of the 
invisible world is brought to life as Cath 
uses her brush to make it visible in an 
awe-inspiring way.

But in recent months a new acquisition 
has provided a tool which has helped 
perfect her accuracy and enable her to 
further her mission to convert those who 
attend her many courses. 

“I was formally introduced to 
microscopes last year when my husband 
bought me one for my birthday. It was a 
total revelation to me! Seeking out and 
including anatomical detail is the challenge 
I always set myself in my art,” explains 
Cath, who has been artist in residence at 

WWT Slimbridge, Nature in Art and is 
about to do another one at Painswick 
Rococo Gardens.

“Until then you would find me wearing 
heavy and uncomfortable head gear with 
magnifying lenses every time I did a 
painting or a sketch of an insect. I still have 
the groove in my forehead as a permanent 
reminder!”

I can’t help thinking of Rick Moranis in 
Honey I Shrunk the Kids at this point. His 
eccentricities and absolute obsession are 
also evident in this delightful artist. Her 
love for bugs is contagious and, with the 
extra help of microscopes, Cath hopes 
those attending her art courses this year 
will gain a fresh perspective on the world 
that is so often unseen and can therefore 
get forgotten.

She has informally nominated 2014 as 
the ‘year of the microscope’, and has 
organised several workshops, whereby 
people are invited to take a microscopic 
view of the world. On March 28 she is 
hosting A Fascinating Insight into the 
Secret World of Bees at the Centre for 
Science and Art, Stroud, in association with 
The Society of Biology. Students dissect 
and prepare their own bee specimens for 
sketching purposes. 

“The work I produce using my 
microscopes gives me the unique 
opportunity to show this detail. I can bring 
the invisible world into the visible world. 
Understanding and appreciating insects is 
like entering a secret club - exciting and 
special,” she enthuses.

“Insects always get such a bad rap. They 
are so often vilified as people think 
(wrongly) that they are going to be either 
stung, bitten or get a nasty rash. We spend 

our whole time either squashing, spraying, 
or stamping or them; but insects form the 
basis to so much life.

“They feed the rest of the food chain; 
they pollinate our food and flowers; they 
fertilise our soil; they even take part in 
cleansing our water. A world without 
insects would simply mean no world,” 
states Cath.

Inspired by the great Aurelians such as 
Victorian entomologist John Curtis and 
illustrious artist Richard Lewington, Cath is 
also the feature artist with other relevant 
organisations, such as Anglian 
Lepidopterists, where her intricate work 
will be show cased throughout 2014. Her 
scientific approach to art has earned her 

membership of the Society of Biology. 
She sells her art on their on-line shop 

and runs fascinating microscopy 
art courses in collaboration with 

them. Bloomsbury Publishing 
also details her work on its 
blog, Writers and Artists.

As I admire her paintings 
and observe her workspace, 
I am reminded of a natural 
history museum. Cath 
however is not an insect 

collector and doesn’t kill 
anything for her art. She is 

given dead specimens by 
other insect fans, insect houses, 

friends or family and collects lots 
of dead insects herself. Everything 

has its dedicated place, whether it is 
her paints or her precious specimens of 

bees, butterflies and moths. They are 
lovingly respected and considered – a 
quality which comes through her work. 
Cath’s wonderfully warm approach and 
unpretentious attitude must also help 
those, whether they are young or old, 
overcome their fear of bugs. 

“I want people to be bothered to take the 
time and trouble to really look at insects 
– see what they are doing and why they are 
doing it, rather than stamping on them.

“If we are given the chance to 
understand them, then we will all 
appreciate them for the fantastic, detailed, 
complex and beautiful creatures they are 
and so hopefully more conservation work 
will occur to ensure their habitats, food 
plants and important lives are preserved 
and protected,” she explains.

I shake hands with my new friend the 
‘stickie’, and leave Cath and her special 
world more informed and less afraid. As I 
do so she leaves me a challenge.

“If you ever have the chance, have a look 
at the face of a honey bee. To me it really is 
like looking at Helen of Troy... definitely 
the face that launched a thousand ships!”

To see if she is right, why not try out one 
of Cath Hodsman’s microscopy art courses 
this year. Visit www.
cathhodsmanwildlifeartist.com for more 
details. n

On May 17 & 18 Cath Hodsman will be holding a 
microscopy drawing two-day workshop, paying 
homage to honey bees. Royal West of England 
Academy, Bristol. 


