
 “Studying and Painting Dung Beetles – The Unsung 
Heroes of the Insect World... And why Black is Never 

Black..” 
2nd Term of Cath Hodsman’s monthly insect/art workshops, based at her 

home studio and classrooms on Minchinhampton common. 
Sept – Dec 2020. See dates below 

 
The subject-matter for the second term of Cath's monthly workshops is studying and 

painting unsung heroes of the insect world. We rarely stop to think what the Earth would 
look like without dung beetles. These unique and essential animals are: - greenhouse gas 

reducers; soil aerators; natural pest controllers; disease eliminators; soil nutrition 
providers; pasture improvers; recyclers and caretakers. These are just a few of the roles 

that they fulfil in an effectively balanced ecology. It’s a tough (and smelly) job, but 
someone’s got to do it. Cath and students will study how and why dung beetles are so 

essential to the natural world. Then, using this new-found knowledge of these charismatic 
creatures, will produce a unique watercolour painting (or in another medium of choice) of 
a beautiful dung beetle. In addition, students will also study nature’s colour nuances - due 

to light refraction and reflection, colours are never all they seem to be – they will learn 
how to spot, understand and capture the subtle infusion of every colour of the rainbow in 

what initially appears to be merely a “black” insect.  
 

You don’t need to be an expert on insects or painting to come on this workshop – You just 

have to be interested in either – or both! 

Workshop details: 

Places are limited to 11 per class and will be on the first Mon or Tues of each month (unless otherwise 
specified). Students can either sign up for a whole day or half day session. 

 

Half day times 10.00 – 1.30 or Full day times 10.00 – 4.00  
Dates: Monday or Tuesday  - 7/8th Sept, 5/6th Oct,  2/3rd Nov,  7/8th Dec. 

 
Bookings for the second term of 2020 can be made in advance for the 4 monthly sessions, on either a half 

day or full day basis. The cost of the 4 month half day term is £100.00 or full day term, £180.00. 
Bookings can be paid for one session for those who want a trial session, at a cost of £35.00 for a full day. A 

full equipment list will be given out on booking. 
A light lunch, teas and coffees will be provided.  

 
To book or for enquiries, email on cathhodsman@gmail.com  Website: www.cathhodsmanwildlifeartist.com  

 

mailto:cathhodsman@gmail.com
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